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VALUEOPTIONS ¨  NEW MEXICO GRANTS $141,340 TO PICURIS 
PUEBLO 

 
FUNDING TO BE USED TO IMPLEMENT THE PICURIS PUEBLO 

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH PROGRAM 
 
May 19, 2008, Picuris Pueblo, N. M.Ñ Officials from ValueOptions¨  New Mexico today presented 
Picuris Pueblo a check in the amount of $141,340 to fund the Picuris Pueblo Behavioral Health Program 
that will be developed and soon put into practice to serve community members.   
 
This program will be the first of its kind in Picuris Pueblo, and will take shape by consolidating and 
enhancing areas of the existing Picuris Pueblo Health Services system, and by the hiring of additional 
behavioral health care providers.   
 
ÒMental wellness and proper access to treatment are vital to any individual and the overall community,Ó 
said Craig Quanchello, Governor of Picuris Pueblo. ÒWe want our tribe to succeed and through this 
program, we will be able to increase our services and strengthen even more families by providing better 
care to those who need help.Ó 
 
The funding comes from the ValueOptions¨  New Mexico Community Reinvestment Fund. ÒMental 
illness and substance abuse problems should not have to be faced alone or far away from home,Ó said 
Priscilla Caverly, regional director at ValueOptions¨  New Mexico. ÒThatÕs why ValueOptions¨  New 
Mexico is pleased to help finance this important community-based, culturally-appropriate approach.Ó 
 
ÒThe diversity in our state, both geographic and cultural, warrants this type of sensitive support,Ó said 
State Senator Carlos Cisneros. ÒI applaud the commitment of the Picuris Pueblo leadership and 
ValueOptions¨  New Mexico to improving the wellbeing of all New Mexicans.Ó 
 
This spring, ValueOptions¨  New Mexico has granted a total of $10.3 million to expand behavioral health 
care services in the state through its Community Reinvestment program and the new Community-Based 
Services Expansion Fund. The availability of the money is the result of effective management of the 
public health care dollars ValueOptions¨ New Mexico receives along with an overall effort by the state to 
increase enrollment. ValueOptions¨ decided to use every dollar of the savings from these efforts to help 
providers add services that will allow consumers to obtain the care they need closer to home. 
 
About ValueOptions¨  New Mexico 
ValueOptions¨  New Mexico is the statewide entity that manages public funding and delivery of care for 
behavioral health in New Mexico. The organization is committed to providing behavioral health services 
that are both culturally competent and responsive to the unique needs of New Mexicans. For more 
information, go to www.valueoptions.com/newmexico.  
 



 

About Picuris Pueblo 
Picuris Pueblo, once the largest pueblo, today is one of the smallest Tiwa pueblos. It was named Pikuria - 
those who paint - by the Spanish.  Like Taos, it was influenced by Plains Indian culture. Picuris tribal 
members number just over 330. For more information, visit www.picurispueblo.net. 
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