Eligibility Policy for AAPS Funding FAQ: April ‘09

Spouse/significant others:  If the member considers him/herself married, count significant others in the household and income numbers.  This applies if the member is considered legally married, considers him/herself common law married, or represents him/herself as married.
Dependent Child:  17 and younger, unmarried, received more than half of his or her support from the parent, with whom they reside, must reside with the parent for more than 6 months of the year and meet residency requirements. A dependent child does not have to be related to the member in order to be counted.  Step-parent income will not be counted unless the child has been legally adopted.
The purpose of income verification is to make sure the member does not have funding available through another source.  The following are some examples of income verification:

· Bank statements

· Income tax return

· Pay stubs

· Letter of unemployment/unemployment benefits

· Signed letter from a social services agency staff person

· Signed letter a criminal justice staff person or probation officer

· Signed letter from a family member from which the member is dependent upon food and shelter

· Annual benefits statement

· A signed letter from a referral source

1. When counting household size and income, several members tell us they don’t combine income but they do consider themselves common law married.  What do we do in these situations?
Answer:  If the person is legally married or common law married, you must count both incomes and count the significant other in the household size.  See Kansas statute 23-101 for further information on common law marriages.
2. We have an adult member who is single and living with a significant other who does not consider herself married.  What is household size?  

Answer:  One. Do not count the significant other unless the member represents herself as married or common law married.  Please see section I.a.iii of the eligibility policy for more details.
3. What if the significant other has a child (not biological to the member) living in household.  What is household size?  Whose income would be counted?
Answer:  The household size is one if the member does not consider him/herself married and only the member’s income would be counted.  The household size is three if the member considers him/herself married and the definition of a dependent child is met.
4. What if the member is married with step-children living in household (not biological or adopted by member).  Are step-children counted in household number?

Answer:  See answer 3 
5. Do we count the child in the household numbers if the member’s biological child lives with the ex-spouse who has residential custody of the child?  

Answer:  No.
6.   Many times members ask if AAPS will cover co-pays or the remainder of what private health insurance does not cover (member AAPS eligible < 200% FPG).  

Please clarify what the State does cover (if anything) when a member is AAPS eligible but has private health insurance. How should the KCPC should be marked and what documentation is the member is responsible to produce for AAPS funding to take affect?
Answer:  ValueOptions will not pay for a member’s co-pay. If AAPS rates are higher than the private insurance and the provider still has AAPS funds available, ValueOptions will pay the provider for the difference between what the private insurance pays and the AAPS rates.  Please see http://www.valueoptions.com/kansas/providers/prv_information.htm
for more information on Third Party Liability (TPL).  In these cases, the KCPC would be marked AAPS funded, possible insurance.  The member must be eligible for AAPS funds per the State Eligibility Policy and provide information on their private insurance.  
7.   If a member is an out of state resident but incarcerated in Kansas and the probation officer or attorney is requesting an assessment in reference to court-related issue,  would the member be considered resident or non-resident?

Answer:  The member would be considered a resident of Kansas.
Does is matter how long member has been incarcerated in Kansas when determining residency?

Answer:  No.
8.  What if the member has been separated from spouse for a very short time (say 1 week).

Does member need to be separated for certain period of time to be considered single?

Answer:  No, it’s however member perceives/represents him/herself.

9.  Do divorce papers need to be filed in order for member to be considered single?

Answer:  No, it’s however member perceives/represents him/herself.  
10. Is there anything other than what is listed in section 1.b of the eligibility policy that will count toward proof of Kansas residency?
Answer:  Yes, a signed statement from a homeless shelter stating that the member is homeless in the State of Kansas, or a statement from a criminal justice professional stating the person is a Kansas resident.

11. What if a member is “homeless” and has no proof of residency or has an out-of- state ID but wants services in Kansas.

Answer:  Unfortunately, the member will need to provide proof of Kansas residency in order to receive benefits.  A signed statement from a homeless shelter stating that the member is homeless in the State of Kansas could be used in this case.
12.  What proof of residency must the homeless member produce?  What other forms of residency, if any, would be accepted besides those listed in the Eligibility Policy?

Answer:  Please see section 1.b of the Eligibility policy.  A signed document from a shelter stating that the member is homeless and residing in a shelter in Kansas would also be acceptable.

13. What if the member is full-time college student in Kansas or in Job Corp but has an out-of-state driver’s license or identification card?

Answer:  The member would be considered a resident if he/she could submit other forms of Kansas identification such as a utility bill or rental receipt with his/her name and Kansas address (not a college dorm) plus an I-9 document (please see http://www.uscis.gov/files/form/I-9.pdf for more information on 1-9 documentation).  Just living in a college dorm room would not signify Kansas residency.
14. What if the member is in the military or is the spouse of a military person/significant other with out-of-state id card or driver’s license?  SRS/Children and Family Services may refer the member, or the member could be court referred or self-referred, does this make a difference?
Answer:  The member needs to provide proof of Kansas residency. The referral source does not make a difference.
15. Another issue that needs clarification would be if member lives in Missouri (for example) but children are in SRS custody in Kansas.  Would we consider the parent eligible as an SRS member and assess at no charge based on priority status even if treatment might be self-pay?

Answer:  No.  Priority status should be considered for admission to treatment and does not have any impact on eligibility criteria.
16. What if the member cannot pay rent or lost his/her home due to non-payment and is living with friends or living with retired parents?  Will the friend or parents income be included?

Answer:  No this would be an adult member (over 18) and a household of one with no or limited income.  The parent/friend could provide a signed document stating what they are providing for the member to be used as residency and income statement.  Please see section 1.a.ii of the eligibility policy for more information.
17. What constitutes acceptable income documentation for adults with no income?

Answer:  A signed statement of no income would be acceptable.  Please make sure that if the member states he/she does not have income that this consistent with the other questions answered.  For example, a member who talks about not being able to start treatment because of job responsibilities has income and should produce income documentation.
4/17/09:  A member must get a signed statement of no income from a referral source.
18. What counts as income?

Answer:  Money income 

a. Includes earnings, unemployment compensation, workers’ compensation, Social Security, Supplemental Security Income, public assistance, veterans’ payments, survivor benefits, pension or retirement income, interest, dividends, rents, royalties, income from estates, trusts, educational assistance, alimony, child support, assistance from outside the household, and other miscellaneous sources. 

b. Noncash benefits (such as food stamps and housing subsidies) do not count. 
19. We are a social detox program and many members do not have proof of income or residency.  What should we do for these members?
Answer:  Per section 4 of the Eligibility Policy, social detox is an on demand service and exempt from the policy.  However, eligibility and income will need to be verified prior to receiving treatment for a different level of care.
20. We have a member who is self-employed.  What type of documentation would he/she need to provide?  Other than an income tax statement, the member can not provide documentation.  
Answer:  In this situation, the income tax statement would suffice.
21. Members who are disabled do not get a pay stub and their checks are usually direct deposited into their bank accounts.  They bring in the bank statement but it just says “deposit”, not who made the deposit.  They do receive a letter once a year about benefits.  Would this be sufficient to document income?

Answer:  Yes, an annual benefits statement would be sufficient.

22. Some members have Medicaid and receive insurance through another carrier, such as Tricare.  The other insurance company does not have any providers in our area but refuses to provide the member a letter.  What do we do in these situations?

Answer:  Please see the ValueOptions Third Party Liability procedures on http://www.valueoptions.com/kansas/providers/prv_information.htm
23. Parent A has her dependent child nine months out of the year but Parent B has the child during the summer.  It is summertime and Parent B is seeking treatment.  Can we count the child as a dependent in the household and income numbers?
Answer:  No.  Parent A has primary custody of the child and has more the child over 50% of the year.
24. We have a member who lives in Missouri but comes to Kansas seeking treatment.  We are a residential facility so would the member’s residence be considered Kansas since they are living at the treatment facility?

Answer:  No.  A treatment facility is not considered a residence in the eligibility policy.  Unless the member has an approved form of Kansas residency documentation, he/she can not receive services in Kansas.
25. We have to complete court ordered evaluations.  Can we use AAPS or Medicaid dollars for these services?

Answer:  Yes, if no other funding source will pay for the assessment.  The KCPC assessment must be marked AAPS or Medicaid in order for VO to pay.  There will not be any additional payment for the paperwork involved. 
26.  I have a concern about the criminal justice official signing a form prior to admission. Often times, a member is being transported from the jail and the probation officer is not present to verify residency or income.  I am not sure if a discharging jail employee would be able to verify income accurately. 
This could also apply to a homeless individual who admits to social detox who does not have information that would support income or residency.
Answer:  Social detox would not require income verification because it is an on demand service.  Please see the income verification examples at the beginning of this document for other options.
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